Operation Denali 2009 
http://www.theveteranscoalition.org/operation_denali 


The physical struggle to survive and overcome visible combat wounds is obvious to the casual observer, but it is the battle of rediscovery that is the longest, most hard fought struggle a Wounded Warrior must face. There is an insidious threat, buried in the soul of every warrior who has left a part of himself upon the field of battle.  To fall prey to this threat is to become the greatest casualty …he who forgets himself - what he once was and what he can still be. To be this casualty is to give up the fight, to wallow in your condition with no trace of hope, no recognition of what is still possible. We will not be that casualty. 

	Event
	Cost/climber

	Mountaineering Course Fee
	$2,500

	Course Equipment Rentals
	$650

	Denali Climb Guide Service Fee
	$5,300

	Denali Climb Equipment Rentals
	$1,050

	Personal Equipment  Requirements
	$2,500

	Air Fare to Alaska x 2 (est)(3 climbers only)

Estimated expense per climber
	$2,000

$14,000

	Total Team expense (see note):
	$74,850


Our Mission:  
Enable four Warriors wounded in the Global War on Terrorism to overcome devastating combat injuries and successfully summit 20,320 ft Denali, the highest mountain in North America, symbolizing the strength of our Nation and those who defend it. 
Objectives:
1.  To raise awareness of the needs and capabilities of severely injured service men and women 
2.  To work together to overcome our physical limitations and achieve a common goal made to seem insurmountable by the impact of our injuries on our lives 
3.  To demonstrate by performance and example that no obstacle is so great that the human spirit cannot overcome it 
Expenses:


NOTE:  Course, guide, and rental fees are based upon Alaska Mountain School 2008 rates (www.climbalaska.org).  The team consists of 6 total climbers:  4 wounded warriors and 2 team mentors to assist with wound limitations and care (one wounded warrior spouse and one EMT) Three require travel from lower 48, three are from Alaska.  Only five will attend the mountaineering course.

Key Dates
19 May 2008
     
Mountaineering Course tuition due
18-29 July 2008  

AMS Mountaineering Course
August 2008
     
Guide Fee Deposit due
February 2009

Guide Fees due
May/June 2009           
Denali Summit (21 Days)
All donations/grants are fully tax deductible and processed by the Veterans Fund of the United States, a non-profit veterans service organization with an IRS determination of 501 (c) (3) and ID #23-287794. Any funds not used to finance the climb will be contributed to the Wounded Warrior Project and the Veterans Coalition to enable their continued support of Warriors in need.  Donations/grants may be directed to the below address:

The Veterans Fund of the United States (or VFUS)
805 So. Township Boulevard 
Pittston, PA  18640-3327 
570-603-9740

Further details available online at: http://www.theveteranscoalition.org/operation_denali/ 
Marc Hoffmeister
marc.hoffmeister@us.army.mil
(907) 350-8222


